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No one guessed our Mystery Person for April– It was Frank Linkous! 

Thank you to Charles Woodard for this photo! Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter!  
Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop photos off at the church office.  

MYSTERY PERSONS! 
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Life is in blooms all around us!  For some, this means allergy season, but for all of us we can agree on one thing- 
there is beauty all around us.   

We see the world coming alive.  

All that we see in bloom was at work long before we saw the blossoms flourish.  

As we are beginning the process of the Community Garden it is powerful to be part of the process that will lead to 
growth.  Before the ground is ready, it is tilled.  Before we can plant, rows are prepared.  When the seed is planted, 
roots grow.  And none of this can depend wholly on any timeline we impose—the rain and the sun and the 
weather – Mother Nature- will determine  a great deal and we are to follow along.   

Roots are growing deep  long before we can see results above the surface of the ground.  

Roots require three things: water, oxygen, and soil.  Under the right conditions, some tree roots can grow as deep 
as 20 feet! 

Our own roots are resilient and ceaseless when we have Living Water, The Wind of the Holy Spirit, and Soil of 
the Father’s Hands to give us space to grow while also forming us.    

This Sunday, our scripture focuses on one of the most powerful images we have for our relationship with God.  In 
John 15, Jesus talks about how he is the vine and we are the branches and we are to abide in the vine.  When we 
do this- we bear fruit.   
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Every branch comes from the vine and every branch is needed.  Branches produce fruit because they are well 
nourished abiding in the vine and held strong by the roots.  Recently, I ran across this quote by writer,    
Anthony Liccione, “A tree stands strong not by its fruits or branches, but by the depth of its roots.”  

This is what Jesus is speaking of when he calls us to Abide in him.   

Abiding is not doing.  

Abiding has more to do with being, engaging, listening.  

Abiding is not about me trying to make something happen.  

Abiding has more to do with seeing how God is already at work.   

To Abide is to see and remain in what God is doing—it is both seeing and tapping into the place God is at work 

or  where God is calling us to be part of His work.  It is asking and following, “Where does the vine want to 

grow from here?”   

The branches do not tell the vine where to go- the branches grow wherever the vine leads. 

Abiding leads us deeper- into a deeper relationship with Christ and one another.  By going deeper, we can 
then go out and bear fruit.    Jesus says, “Abide in me and I will abide in you.  No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must abide in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you abide in me.”   

With each of the home Visioning Meetings, people share with me that they leave feeling more joyful and 
connected to one another, to Christ, and to the church. These are opportunities to truly abide – to focus on 
being, listening, and engaging with Christ and one another asking, “Where is God calling us?”  Branches 
cannot exist on their own and these meetings have given opportunity for each person to see how we come 
together as different branches and yet all connected to the One true vine of Christ our Lord.  Abiding means 
we are not alone.  We are led and connected to Christ and we all share the joy and responsibility of opening 
ourselves to the power of Christ to bear fruit through us.   

 

In a few weeks we will have the joyful opportunity to gather for “A Night to Remember” on Sunday, May 17 
at 5pm.  We will have a potluck dinner and spend time remembering our roots and we’ll see where God 
may want to bear fruit that is nourished from those roots.  Bermuda Hundred UMC has 59 years of roots 
cultivated by Christ.  Abiding means that we spend time remaining in Christ the vine and being aware of 
our roots.   

 

As the roots of a tree grow deeper the branches grow out and fruit is multiplied.   

 

We grow deep, we grow out, and we bear fruit.  

In God’s Love,  

Pastor Beth 
 



Everything we have belongs to God. 

“A tithe [tenth] of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the 
trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”    —Leviticus 27:30 

The Bible has much to say about wisdom and finances, with 2,300 verses that tell us to be  
generous and good stewards of our resources. Jesus taught generosity and sacrifice. He          
demanded that his followers serve not wealth, but God, and in the parable of the talents he 
taught that God will hold us each accountable for what we do with all our earthly possessions. 

Thank you to all who contributed this 1st part of 2015!  Whether you give your time, money, 
gifts, service; with a lot or a little – BHUMC appreciates all of it.  Without your kind gifts and 
generous giving we cannot succeed as a thriving church and nor can we spread God’s love to 
the community with such vigor as we have been able to in the years past – Thank you.  

Our current giving for1/3rd of the year is down and 2/3rds to go.  It is so important that we   
continue to challenge our boundaries of commitment to God’s will, and yes that can mean 
financially as well.  Please challenge yourself to reach new boundaries of giving so that our 
church can reach a 3rd consecutive year of funding 100% of our ministry’s budget  – everyone’s 
contributions make this possible. 

Thank you for giving and please keep doing so, with love, passion, 
commitment and  

consistency. 

In God’s Grace,  

Your stewardship committee, 

Dave Steinbraker, Dorothy Mooney, Ann McNinch, Charles Woodward    
and Bill Talley V 

Stewardship 
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    The Keenagers will meet on Wednesday, May 6 at 11am  
    at Sibley's BBQ in Chester for lunch.  We are meeting  
    a little earlier than usual at Sibley's BBQ in order to be  
    able to be seated at tables close together.   
    Join us for fun, food and fellowship! 
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Photos from the Holy Week & Easter Sunday 
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May Meetings & Small Groups  
 Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday at 7:00 am 

 Keenagers meet at 11am at Sibley’s BBQ in Chester on Wednesday, May 6.   
 The UMM will sponsor a free pancake supper on Friday, May 8 from 5-7pm 

 Church Council will meet Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor 
 Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor  

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, May 12 at 1:00 pm at Martha’s home 
 Join us for A Night to Remember on Sunday, May 17 from 5-7pm  

 The UMW will meet at 7:00 pm on Monday, May 18 in the parlor 
 The UMM will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, May 19 at the River’s Bend Grill 

 The Worship Team will meet Thursday, May 21 at 6:30 pm  
    (the adult choir will rehearse at 7:30 pm on Thursday, May 21) 

 The Gladys Toom Small Group will meet for bible study on Wednesday,  
May 13 and 27 at 2:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor 

 Pastor Beth will lead a 4th Thursday Worship Service held at the                               
Crossings at Ironbridge on Thursday, May 28 at 2:00 pm. 

 UMYF volunteer at Dunlop House on Sunday, May 3.  UMYF will hold a car wash 
fundraiser on Saturday, May 9. UMYF meets from 6-7:30pm on Wednesday, May 13  

from 6-7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall, there will be no meal, but a snack will be 
provided for the Youth. UMYF will participate in Sunday, May 17’s A Night to Re-

member from 5-9pm with a special Youth Section. 

 

In late January we began a study called Christianity and World    
Religions by Adam Hamilton.  Much like our study Christianity's 
Family Tree, Hamilton respectfully and thoroughly explores topics 
that could bring much controversy.  We will thoroughly examine 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.  Join us 
in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday School (9:45-10:45am)! 

Visit our blog to stay updated on our studies:  
http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com 
 
 

Just Coffee 

http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com/
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United Methodist Women 

We have completed the Birthing Kit project to send to Conference.       
We have to finish assembling and boxing them.  Will inform everyone 
the number we are sending to Conference in the June newsletter.         
A special thanks to everyone who made it a great success! 
 

Our next meeting will be Monday, May 18th at 7:00 pm in the Grundy  
Parlor. We will have our Candle Burning and Prayer and Self Denial 
program.  Child care will be provided. 
 

-Doris Morefield, UMW President 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

CANDLE BURNING PROGRAM 
  

On May 18th, the United Methodist Women will be presenting their Candle Burning Program in honor of or in 
memory of special people in their lives or  their loved ones.  We would like to invite each of you to participate by   
honoring someone that is presently an important part of your life or someone who has passed away, but influenced 
your life in a meaningful way.  You can honor friends, loved ones or groups of people.   
  

There is no set amount for a donation, just whatever you would like to give.  All the proceeds from the program go 
direct to missions and will not be kept on the local UMW level.  The Candle Burning Ceremony will be repeated on 
the district and conference levels to further honor those that have been recognized on the local church level. 
  

To participate, please complete this form, attach your check and put in the offering plate any of these Sundays:       
May 3, May 10 or May 17.  We would love to include you and those individuals special in your life during this very 
special UMW meeting.  If you have any questions, please contact Betty Forbes, Glenn Harrison or Doris Morefield. 
  

Thank you for your gift and support of the United Methodist Women. 
   

Individual Contributing:            ___________________________________ 
  

In Honor Of:               ___________________________________ 
  

In Memory Of:                            ___________________________________ 
  

        ___________________________________ 
  

Gift Amount:            $_______________  

(Please make checks payable to Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Women.) 
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3 Wolfgang Webner 

4 Caitlyn Hearst 

8 Joann Hightower 

11 Caitlin LaRue 

16  Gladys Toom 

18 Trevor Zitta 

19 Sarah Isom Mooney 

20 Melinda Hodges 

21 Lilly Enz, Meredith Steinbraker 

24 Tyler Woodell 

25 Katie Sloan 

26 Peggy Proper 

27 Whitney Harrison 

30 Kailey Craddock 

Please reserve Friday, May 8th on your calendars. The UMM will be feeding you a Pancake 
Supper from 5-7pm. We hope you will plan on attending and invite a friend or a whole 
family, because IT’S FREE! That’s right, just bring an appetite for delicious pancakes, 
(plain, chocolate chip, or blueberry), sausage, and maybe we can get Frank Linkous to make 
us some gravy. This is a gift from the United Methodist Men to you for supporting us 
throughout the year. 
 
We are still in need of individuals to bring their tillers and spend some quality time in the 
Community Garden. If all goes well, we could be planting vegetables in a week or two. 
Think about picking your own fresh vegetables in a couple of months.  
 
Charles Woodard,   Charles-Woodard@comcast.net   
 
The United Methdodist Men meet at 6:30 pm on the third  
Tuesday of each month at the River’s Bend Grill in the  
River’s Bend Shopping Center. 

United Methodist Men 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT8843_com_zimbra_email%22));
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry will 
meet on Tuesday, May 12 

  from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
at Martha Meadow’s home. 
See Lilly Enz for more info. 

We will be going to Petersburg on Friday, May 29th to feed the hungry. If you are interested in   
helping to serve please let me know. We will meet in the church parking lot at 10:00 am. On  
Thursday, May 28th we will meet at the church at 10:00 am to prepare the meal. I need several     
volunteers, so come and join in on the fun and fellowship! This program is run and organized 
through Downtown Churches United. They have a permanent location for this feeding program 
which is called The Hope Center and it is located in downtown Petersburg.  

 

I would like to thank everyone who has donated their time, monetary and food donations to the 
Backpack Program. This program would not be possible without your help! The school year is     
almost over but we still have about 6 weeks for this program. 

God Bless!  
Ann McNinch, Missions Chair 

Missions 

The Backpack Program helps elementary grade school  
children have something to eat over the weekend who  

otherwise may go hungry. We have 14 children enrolled 
in the backpack program. We have 5 at Enon,                  

5 at Marguerite Christian, and 4 at Elizabeth Scott        
Elementary schools.  The food needed: Pop-tarts,       

Breakfast bars, small boxes of  cereal, instant oatmeal, 
fruit cups, Vienna sausages, Chef Boyardee cups, tuna, 

ham and chicken salad single servings, cheese crackers and 
boxed fruit drinks.  Food donations for this school year 
will be accepted through the first week of June.  Due to 
the increase of peanut and other nut allergies please do 

not donate food with peanut and other nuts such as    
peanut butter crackers and trail mix bars with nuts.  



SERVANT 

 

MAY 3 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

 

   

 

MAY 10 

MOTHER’S DAY 

  

 

 

 

MAY 17 

 

 

MAY 24 

CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY 

MAY 31 

GRADUATION 

SUNDAY 

8:30 am 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Marc & Mindy 
Wilts 

 Neil & Ditty 

Mooney 

Brian & Melinda 

Hodges 

Elaine & Charlie  

Ruxton 
Youth 

11:00 am 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Doris Linkous 

& Edna Sherrill 
Betty & Sandy 

Forbes 
Meredith & Dave 

Steinbraker 

Peggy & Fred 

Proper 
Youth 

Acolytes 

Branwyn  

McCormick &  

Maggie Steinbraker 

Savannah Talley 

& Abby Mayes 

Jeremy Gutshall & 

Carter Steinbraker 

Kelsey Callahan 

& Tyler Woodell 

Dylan Craddock 

& Caitlin LaRue 

Lay  

Readers 

 8:30 am TBA 

11am Tina 

Morris 

 

8:30 am TBA 

11am Tyler 

Craddock 

 

 8:30 am TBA 

11am Liz 
McDonough 

  

  8:30 am TBA 

11am Confirmands 

  8:30 am TBA 

11am Graduates 

 

Children’s 

Church  

 

Meredith  

Steinbraker 
Tyler Craddock Volunteer Needed 

Sherry Strosnider  

& Stacie Snyder 
Volunteer Needed 

UMYF 

Meals 

Sunday  UMYF  

Volunteer at 
Dunlop House 

 
Wednesday UMYF 

on May 13 
6-7:30pm 

Snack Needed 
  

  
Youth Section at 

A Night to  
Remember 

5-9pm 
 

No UMYF No UMYF 

Altar Guild for May:   Doris and Frank Linkous 

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible: 

 8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Mindy Wilts at 586-7195   

 11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Sandy Forbes at 530-2055 

Acolytes:  Sheila LaRue at 454-1284  

Altar Guild:  Nancy Byrd at 530-5319  

 

May 2015 Sunday Servants   



  
 

 

Bermuda Hundred UMC is beginning a Community Garden  
and we invite all of the Enon community to be part of this  

joyful ministry of God’s creation!   

Our Vision for this garden is to have a place to teach, share, discover,  
and nourish others in God’s creation, planting and growing food.    

Our Mission is to teach children where vegetables come from, and pass 
along our knowledge of gardening, freezing, and canning with others.   

We will work with each other hand in hand and side by side to share in  
the joys of God’s creation.   

For information about the Community Garden email  
Charles Woodard at charles-woodard@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Supper in the BHUMC Fellowship Hall 

Friday, May  8 

5-7pm 

Free! Sponsored by the UMM 

May 2015  Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church 
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UMYF News 
I want to start off by thanking Tracy Craddock for helping out at the youth meeting April 22 and for running the 
show on April 25 at the Lemonade stand for Imagine No Malaria.  You are awesome!!!  Please give her a warm 
thank you when you see her.  
 

On April 29 I began teaching the 2nd lesson of a four part series.  It's titled "Reflections of an Ex-blindman".  We 
had a lot of great reflection and responses, I'm really excited about this series. 
  

With the end of the school year quickly approaching (Trace notified me he only has 37 more days until he is in 
1st grade), I realize that the youth are super busy.  I encourage you to get your children to youth group so they can 
have 1 1/2 hrs where they don't have to stress or think about anything other than fellowship and having fun. 
 

MISSION TRIP UPDATE 
Due to scheduling conflicts, we have had a spot that is already paid for come open for the mission trip 
in July.  I hate for the church to loose money and I would love for someone else to come and experience 
this awesome adventure with us.  If your child, or anyone you know (does not have to be a part of this 
youth group) who would be willing and able to come, please let me know. Currently we have Dylan 
Craddock, Nick Spinner, and Allison Beaudoin.  

Children’s Ministry News 
Vacation Bible School—Dinner Included 
June 22-26,  6pm-8pm 
For Grades 3-5 
 
Laurel Sage,  
Director of Children and Youth  

Bermuda Hundred  
United Methodist Church 

A Night to Remember 
5:00 pm on Sunday, May 17 

Pot Luck Dinner followed by an evening 
to reflect and honor our past as we look 

to God's vision for our future led by                      
                                                                       Rev. Beth Givens. 

 

Rev. Beth Givens has been serving as a United Methodist Pastor in the 
Virginia Conference for 20 years. She was appointed as the lead pastor 
at Welborne UMC in July of 2012. A graduate of UVA and Emory University, 
she loves planning and leading worship, as well as thinking about the 
relationships between   culture and faith. Rev. Givens and her two 
daughters live in Hanover County, and they are die hard UVA football 
fans. She looks forward to being with us on May 17.  


